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WOW! 
What can the chamber do to WOW 

you? 
Let us know! 

Dear Chamber Member, 
 WOW, can’t believe it’s already April. I am 
saddened that I can’t say Happy Spring because while 
I’m writing all I see is white snow blowing. I hope the 
snow melts fast, but I don’t want to jinx it! We were all 
taken away from last week when it started to get warm 
and were able to see the grass again.  

April is a bit shy of big events, but there are 
plenty of events throughout the community! Check out 
our Friday Facts, posted every week to see what events 
you and your family can attend during the week or on 
the weekends!  

A special thank you to Valu Ford for hosting 
our first Chamber Social event. We are looking for 
businesses who would like to host or co-host a 
Chamber Social in 2018. If you are interested or would 
like more details on hosting a social, please contact our 
office. Socials are a great opportunity to network with 
other Chamber businesses and showcase your business! 

The KMRS/KKOK Spring Expo went very 
well. We had two winners for our trivia challenge; 
Congratulations to Tina Wilts and Jacob Just.  

We are starting to put together Prairie Pioneer 
Day events. As the months get closer, the more craft 
and food vendor forms we are getting. I am super 
excited to check out each one of them but also try all 
the fantastic food. If you have not confirmed an event 
or want to be apart, please contact us as soon as you 
can! We want everything ready by the end of May. 

We are always looking for new members to 
join the Chamber and our Morris Area family! If you 
know of anyone wanting to join, send them our way 
and we would be happy to get them all the information 
to become a member they need! 
 We hope you have a wonderful rest of your 
April and can’t wait to hear about more events that are 
happening the rest of the month! Thank you so much 
for your continued membership and support! 
 
Jocelyn Giefer 
Marketing and Events Intern 
Morris Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
   

 

IMPORTANT NEWS: 
 

July 13th-15th: 
Prairie Pioneer Days 

If you have an event you are 
planning for 2018, please let us 

know as soon as you can! 
 
 
 
 
 

If you want to be a part of our 
weekly Friday Facts. Please 
head to our website, then 
scroll down until you see 

FRIDAY FACTS. Type in ‘your 
name’ and ‘email address’ and 

press ‘subscribe now’. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are looking for 
businesses who would 
like to host or co-host 

a Chamber Social in 
2018! If you are 

interested or would 
like more details on 

hosting a social, please 
contact our office! 
Socials are a great 

opportunity to 
network with other 
Chamber businesses 
and showcase your 

business! 
 

REMINDERS: 
Please contact the Morris 

Area Chamber of Commerce 
if your business has any 
change of address, email 

address, phone number, etc. 
If you are interested in 

learning more about our 
different committees and/or 

becoming part of our 
committees, please contact 
us!  We would appreciate 

the participation. 
(320)-589-1242 

morrismnchamber@gmail.com 

 

New Members 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 
315 S Columbia | Morris, MN 

320-760-4113 
Website: http://zion-

morris.org/  

 
 

 
 

Thank you for joining us! We 
are happy to have you! 
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Membership Spotlight 

SUIDAE Health & Production 

When did SUIDAE get started and by whom? (If large corporation, when did it get started in Morris and by whom) 

Suidae Health and Production was started in 1998/99.  The Morris location officially opened January 1, 2012.  Dr. Todd Distad has 

been at this location since then and a new graduate from the College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Minnesota, Dr. Chris 

Deegan, will be starting at the Morris location in May. 

Who are you and What is your title?   Todd Distad, DVM and Company shareholder and veterinarian / consultant. 

How long have you worked for Suidae?  

I started at Suidae in May of 2001 upon graduating from veterinary school.  Next month marks my 17th year in swine exclusive 

practice. 

What do you love or like about working here? 

My wife and I absolutely love the lakes area in addition the people that live here.  My clientele is so much different and BETTER in 

my opinion from when I practiced in the Iowa.  My clients are all independent producers that can make quick and decisive decisions relative 

to large integrated pork production companies. 

What is the mission and some of the goals of Suidae? 

Suidae Health and Production is a swine exclusive veterinary clinic delivering innovative solutions and services to help our clients 

achieve success in the swine industry.  Our technical expertise and multifaceted approach to problem solving has allowed our customers to 

improve health, production efficiency, and optimize revenue across a diverse client base locally and internationally. 

We have a dedicated support staff willing to go the extra mile for our customers by involving them in our unique business culture and family 

friendly environment. 

We provide complete swine consultation services in the area of health, production, training, research, project management, 

finance, laboratory services, and product procurement.  We have offices in Algona, IA, Morris, MN, Hartington, NE, and Lake City, IA. 

Do you have any funny/interesting/memorable stories about the business or stories of customers over the years you can/would like to 

share? 

The business of swine veterinary practice is constantly evolving.  The first 5 years of practice life was a lot different than the second 

5 years as is now the most recent 5 years different.  Adaptation to a changing business climate is paramount. 

What are some challenges the business has faced? 

Anything that adversely affects the pork industry affects our business to some degree.  Pork profitability or lack thereof, animal 

rights groups, anti-animal agriculture groups, etc. 

What are some things people may not know about this business? 

Folks in the pork industry would know what we do, but people not familiar with the swine industry might not know that Suidae also 

manages farms for producers that don’t want to deal with staffing, payroll, day to day management of a sow farm or a wean to market 

operation.   

Suidae veterinarians and production personnel also are active advocates for the pork industry by participating in visits to state capitals or 

Washington DC. 

What are some of your hopes and dreams for the future of this business? 

Suidae would like to continue to grow and be an integral part of the pork industry and its success going forward. 

What do you enjoy about being in the Morris community? 

Definitely the people are number one.   My wife and I grew up in small communities in SE MN.  We both agree that relocating and 

starting up a new office in Morris was the right decision.  I can’t complain about the waterfowl hunting and fishing either. 

  



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

2018 Member Social 

Held on March 23 

Valu Ford 

 

 

 

We have another social 
planned for June, we will keep 
you updated with where and 

when!  
 

Thank you to everyone for 
joining the Chamber at Valu 

Ford for the first Social of the 
year. Congratulations to all the 

door prize winners. 
 

If you want to host a Chamber 
Social, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us. 


